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It is good to give thanks to the Lord
We’ve grown accustomed to taking sides in the science vs.
the Bible debate. It’s as if one side must be true and the
other side must be false. But what about when modern
“science” confirms what the Bible has been saying for thousands of years? This ought to grab our attention.

Psalm 92 simply says that giving thanks is “good”. Recent
edical studies have shown that gratitude has measurable
effects on everything from neurotransmitters and inflammatory and immune systems, to cardiac rhythms, blood
pressure, and blood sugar. Dr. P. Doraiswamy (head of biologic psychology at Duke University Medical Center) says “if
thankfulness were a drug, it would be the world’s bestselling product with a health maintenance indication for
every major organ system.”
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Dear Church Family:
Another year is coming to a close…
As we look back, our church has gone through a transition and change of
ownership. We have lost friends and gained some new ones. One pastor
has moved on and a permanent one has added our congregation to his flock.
You may have noticed that New Life Community Church (NLCC) has been making repairs to
the facilities. Parking lot lights are brighter and the outside Christmas lights are turned on.
Also, the Fellowship Hall, rooms 7 & 8, were painted, broken floor tiles were repaired, and
the floors were waxed. Luckily, the Merced County Food Bank reimbursed us for the repairs
to the floor. Take a look inside the Fellowship Hall and checkout some of the artwork that
has been added to the walls from Carole Kamerer and John Harrell.
As with every year, Christmas decorations went up the day after Thanksgiving with the combined effort of members from ABC and NLCC giving our church a feeling of the season and
the birth of our LORD.
This Christmas Season we are planning a combined Christmas Eve program, 5:00 p.m.
(Saturday), Christmas morning service, 10:00 a.m. (Sunday), and New Year’s Day service,
10:00 a.m. (Sunday).
On Sunday, January 15, 2023, the Congregational Church Business Meeting for elections and
year end reports will be held after our morning service. Please plan on attending. Year-end
reports are due to Michelle on Tuesday, January 3, 2023.
As for me, for those who aren’t aware, I recently had knee replacement surgery on my right
knee and am doing well. I am looking forward to being back on my horse in January 2023.
Carole’s art class will meet for the last time in 2022 on Thursday, December 8th with a potluck luncheon. Stay tuned for the 2023 startup date.
I hope that you are all well and if you have any concerns or news for our church, please call
me.
Yours in His Service,
Carter Luxon, Church Moderator
Atwater Baptist Church
209-495-2648

DECEMBER 24TH
5:00 P.M.

ABC/NLCC
Combined Service
Sunday, December 25
10:00 a.m.

Regular Meeting Times
Sundays:
9:00 AM NLCC Worship
11:00 AM ABC Morning Worship
6:00 PM NLCC Youth Group
Mondays
2:00 PM Eileen’s Bible Study

ABC/NLCC
Combined Service
Sunday,
January 1, 2023
10:00 a.m.

Thursdays
Carole’s Art Class
9:00 a.m.
Fridays
7:00 PM—9:30 PM Phoenix Group

Christmas Poinsettias

If you would like to donate a
poinsettia for our sanctuary, please bring it
by the church before
Christmas Eve.

Special Dates This Month
Tuesday, December 5
2:00 p.m. Worship Team Meeting

Annual Reports
Are due in the office
NO LATER THAN
Tuesday,
January 3, 2023

Tuesday, December 13
9:00 a.m. Senior Brown Bag
7:00 p.m. Diaconate Meeting
Wednesday, December 14
9:00 a.m. USDA Commodities
Saturday, December 24
5:00 p.m.. Christmas Eve Service
Sunday, December 25
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service

ABC Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 15, 2023
12:15 p.m.
Please plan on attending
this very important
meeting.

December 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
7:00 p.m.
Phoenix Group

3

8

9
7:00 p.m.
Phoenix Group

10
10:00 a.m.
Ornament
Exchange
Brooks
Ranch

14
9:00 a.m.
USDA
Food Distribution

15

16
7:00 p.m.
Phoenix Group

17

21

22

23
7:00 p.m.
Phoenix Group

24

ABC/NLCC
Combined Service
Sunday,
January 1, 2023
10:00 a.m.

4
9:00 a.m.
NLCC Worship

5
2:00 p.m.
Eileen’s
Bible Study

6
2:00 p.m.
Worship Mtg.
4:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts

12
2:00 p.m.
Eileen’s
Bible Study

13
9:00 a.m.
Brown Bag
Distribution

11:00 a.m.
ABC Worship

11
9:00 a.m.
NLCC Worship
11:00 a.m.
ABC Worship

18
9:00 a.m.
NLCC Worship

Annual Reports
Are due in the
office
NO LATER THAN
Tuesday,
January 3, 2023
7

7:00 p.m.
Diaconate
Meeting

19
2:00 p.m.
Eileen’s
Bible Study

20

11:00 a.m.
ABC Worship
5:00 p.m.

25

10:00 a.m.

26
2:00 p.m.
Eileen’s
Bible Study

27

28

29

30
7:00 p.m.
Phoenix Group

31

RMMO 2022 Offering (Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering)
I thank my God every time I remember you. Phil.1:3
Together, let’s thank our God—and remember and thank our faithful pastors and missionaries. The Retired
Ministers and Missionaries Offering takes place on Sunday, December 4th, but we will collect the mission offering throughout the month of December. We all remember the pastor or missionary who made a difference in our lives. The
ones who were with us in the big moments and small. With leadership, listening, wisdom, condolence or just the right prayer
when needed most, their selfless service has a lasting effect. The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering is a way to give
back.
NLCC Chili Cook Off Fundraiser for Missions
The Atwater Baptist Church was asked to join the New Life Community Church Mission Committee in their Annual Chili Cook
Off on October 1st. Church members were asked to participate in the Chili Cook Off and donate items for the silent raffle and
live auction which included larger items and delicious desserts. It was a very nice October evening and the people present
raised $4,000.00+ for missions identified by New Life Community Church. The NLCC Mission Committee voted to give Atwater
Baptist Church 20% of the profit from the Chili Cook Off fundraiser. On Sunday, November 20th, NLCC gave Atwater Baptist
Church $800.00 to use towards their Missions. Thank you NLCC for partnering with Atwater Baptist Church and considering us
family. We are looking forward to next year’s Chili Cook Off.
World Mission Offering-Month of October, 2022
Thank you to members of Atwater Baptist Church for designating $220.00 of their month of October tithing to the World Mission
Offering.
Juanes Family – Thailand Mission
Thank you to the ABC Church Family for continuing to support the Juanes Family with your prayers and your donations.

Katie Luxon

Worship Committee
It is time again for Christmas and the New Year. The weather is getting colder and the fall
foliage is wonderful to see. Christ’s birth is always a time to reflect on how wonderful God is.
Because He loved us so much, He sent His son into the world to live like us so He could identify with us as
humans. The facts of Jesus’ birth are all testimony to the greatness of God’s gift to us. I hope you all have a
wonderful Christmas season and a good start to the new year.
We will again be giving treats to the Guardian Scholars group at UC Merced. These students are all former
foster children who are attending university and trying to get a good education. Most don’t have family to
give them treats at special times so we as a congregation have taken on the role of brothers and sisters to
them. We give them a bag of treats to help them through their finals which this year is the second week of
December. So we will be packing the treat bags at a Packing Party to be held on December 4th, right after
the church service. Please bring a light snack to share with other packers and we’ll do this together.
We will be celebrating Christmas in our church service during December, starting on November 27th with
lighting of the Advent Wreath candles each week of Advent. Of course, we will be singing the traditional
Christmas songs and some not so familiar songs each week. These are to help us remember what God has
done for us.
I wish you the best Christmas season and a great New Year.

Love in Christ, Eileen Gasaway

Remember in Prayer

ABC Diaconate Meeting

Tuesday,
December 13, 2022
7:00 p.m.

Pat Yarbrough, Vicky Knoepfel, Donna Plett, Church Family,
Health Care Workers, The People of the Ukraine, Carter Luxon,
Eileen Gasaway
Our Military families, leaders, and president
Our Missionaries:
Rev. Lauran Bethell,
Mark & Alise Juanes

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and
pray for each other so that you may be healed. “
James 5:16 NIV
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